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MESSRS. EDITORS, 
O such of your readers as are /. cova with the du- 
ties of a surgeon ina nava! engagement, and with the 
description of wounds that fall under his care, the following 
sketch may be acceptable. 
Our force employed in this action, consisted of nine vessels 


with about six hundred officers and meu, and had been out of 


port four weeks, eifher cruising or lying at anchor In Put-in- 
bay, a safe harbour, amung a cluster of islands near the head 
of the lake. The crews left port in good health, but shortly 
after were visited with an epidemic, which spread through the 
fleet, attacking about twenty or thirty ina day. It auswered 
the description of a bilious remittent fever, was of short dura- 
tion, except in a few instances, in which it degenerated into 
a typbus, and in only one instance proved fatal. So rapid 
were the recoveries, tha, of above two hundred cases, only 
seventy-eight were reported unfit for duty on the Gay previous 
to the action. Thirly-caue of these were on board the Law- 
rence, and about the same nnwter on board the Niagara, their 
whole crews being avout one hundred and forty men each. 
About twelve o'clock, on a clear pleasant day we met the 
enemy. The activu soon became general, and was severely 
felt ; especially on board the Lawrence, the flag ship ; two of © 
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the enemy’s largest vessels engaging her, at a short distance, 
for nearly two hours ; part of which time the men fell on board 
of her faster, than they could be taken below. The vessel 
being shallow built, afforded no cock-pit or place of shelter 
for the wounded ; they were therefore received on the ward- 
room floor, mich was about ona level with the surface of 
the water. Being only nine or ten feet square, this floor was 
soon covered, which made it necessary to pass the wounded 
out, into another apartment, as fast as the bleeding could be 
stanched either by ligatures or tourniquet. Indeed this was 
all that was attempted for their benefit during the engagement, 
except that in some instances division was made of a small 
portion of flesh, by which a dangling limb, thaf annoyed the pa- 
tient, was hanging to the body. Several, after receiving this 
treatment were again wounded, among ‘whom was midship- 
man Lamb, who was moving from me with a tourniquet on 
the arm, een he received a cannon ball in the chest; and a 
seaman drought down with both arms fractured, was afterwards 
struck by a cannon ball in both lower extremities: 

An hour’s engagement had so far swept the deck, that new 
appeals for surgical aid were less frequent ; a remission at this 
time, very desirable both to the wounded and myself; for 
the repeated request of the Commodore, to spare him another 
man, had taken from me the last one, I had to assist in moving 
tue wounded ; in fact many of the wounded themselves took 
the deck again at this crilical moment. Our, prospects neverthe- 
less darkened, every new visitor from the au bringing tidings 
stil] more dismal than the last, till finally it was announced that 
we had struck. he effect of this on the wounded was dis- 
tressing in the extreme ; medical aid was rejected ; and little 
eise could be heard froin them, than “sink the ship’’—“ let us 
all sink together.”? But this stafe of despair was short. The 
Commodore, who was stil! unburt, had gone on board the Niaga- 
ra, and, with the small vessels bearing down upon the enemy, soon 
brought down the fags of their two heaviest ships, and thus 
changed the horrors of defeat into shouts of victory. But all 
the wounded were not permitted to mingle in the joy. The 
gallant Brooks, and some others were no more. They were 
too much exhausted by their wounds, to survive the con- 
fusion that immediately preceded this happy transition. 

The action terminated shortly after three o’clock; and, of 
about one hundred men reported fit for duty in the morning, 
twenty-one were found dead, and sixty-three wounded. The 
wounded arteries occupied my first atiention, ail which, except 
where amputation was required, were rendered secure before 
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dark. Having no assistant, (the surgeon on board with me 
being very sick,) 1 deemed it safer to defer amputating tll 
morning, and in the mean time suffered the tourniquets to re- 
main on the limbs. Nothing more was done through the night 
than to administer opiates and preserve shattered limbs in a 
uniform position. At daylight a subject was on the table for 
amputation of the thigh, and at eleven o’clock all amputations 
were finished. The impatience of this class of the wounded, 
to meet the operation, rendered it necessary to take them in 
the same succession, in which they fell. The compound and 
simple fractures were next attended to, then luxations, lacevra- 
tions and contusions, all which occupied my time till twelve 
o’cleck at night. 

The day following I visited the wounded of the Niagara, 
who had lain till that time, with their wounds undressed. I 
found the surgeon sick in bed, with hands too feeble to exe- 
cute the dictates of a feeling beart. Twenty-one wounded 
Were mustered, most of whom were taken on board the Law- 
rence and dressed, and afterwards such as were lying in like 
manner on board the sinail vessels. In the course of the eve- 
ning the sick were prescribed for, which was the first attention 
I had been able to render them since the action. 

The whole number of wounded in the squadron was ninety- 
six. Of these twenty-five were cases of compound fracture, 
viz. of the arm, six; of the thigh, four; of the leg, eight ; of 
the shoulder, three ; of the ribs, three, and skull, one. Of sim- 
ple fracture there were four cases ; viz. of the thigh, leg, arm 
and ribs. Grape-shot wounds were three ; and cannister four. 
The splinter and lacerated wounds, large and sinall, were thirty- 
seven. There were two cases of concussion of the brain; 
three of the chest, and two of the pelvis. The contusions 
Jarge and small were ten, and sprains six. 

Of the whole number, three died; viz. midshipman Claxton 
with compound fracture of the shoulder, in which a part of 
the clavicle, scapula and humerus was carried away ; a seaman 
with a mortification of the lower extremity, in which there 
had been a compound fracture, and another with a fracture of 
the scull, where a part of the cerebral substance was destroy- 
ed. 

The compound fractures of the extremities were much re- 
tarded in their cure, by the frequent displacement of the 
bones, by the motion ef the ship in rough weather, or by 
some other unlucky disturbance of the limb. In this way the 
bones in one case did not unite, until after forty day had elaps- 
ed, and in two or three other cases, not till after twenty-five 
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days. The delay of amputations already mentioned had 
no effect on the success of the operations. Every case did 
well. 

There were not more than two very singular wounds, or 
such as would be unlikely to occur in any sea engagement. In 
one of these cases, a grape shot four times as large as a mus- 
ket ball, passed under the pyramidal muscle, without injuring 
the peritoneum. In the other, a cannister shot twice the size 
of a musket ball entered the eye, and on the fifth or sixth day 
was detected at the inside of the angle of the lower jaw and 
cut out. In its passage it must have fractured the orbitar 
plate of the upper jaw-bone, the orbito temporal process of the 
sphenoid bone, and passing under the temporal arch, inside 
the coronal process of the lower jaw, must have done great 
injury to the temporal muscle, and other soft parts, lying in 
its way. 

The recovery of so great a proportion of the wounded may 
in a great measure, be attributed to the following causes: First 
to the purity of the air. The patients were ranged along on 
the upper deck, with no other shelter from the weather, than 
a high awning to shade them. They continued in this situa- 
tion for a fortnight, and when taken on shore, were placed in 
very spacious apartments, well ventilated. Secondly, to the 
supply of food best adapted to their cases, as fowls, fresh 
meat, milk, eggs and vegetables in abundance. The second . 
day afier the action, the farmers on the Ohio shore brought 
along side every article of the above description, that could 
be desired. Thirdly, to the happy state of mind which vic- 
tory occasioned. The observations which I have been able 
to make on the wounded of three engagements, have convinced 
me, that this state of mind has greater effect, than has gene- 
rally been supposed; and that the surgeon on the conquering 
side will, caeteris paribus, always be more successful, than the 
one, who has charge of the vanquished crew. Lastly, to the as- 
sistance rendered me by Commodore Perry and Mr. Davidson. 
The latter gentleman was a volunteer soldier among the Ken- 
tucky troops, and engaged to serve on board the fleet during 
the action. After the action be rendered the wounded every 
aid in his power, continuing with them three months. And 
the Commodore seemed quite as solicitous for their welfare, 
as he could possibly have felt for the success of the battle. 


